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NEW YORK CITY MAYOR’S OFFICE  

PROPOSES NEW PERMIT REQUIREMENTS 

FOR FILMING ON CITY STREETS 
 
 

The New York City Mayor’s Office of Film, Theater and Broadcasting has proposed 
revisions to its film permit rules.  In sum, the rules will require certain photographers and 
filmmakers to obtain a permit and liability insurance before filming in public locations, 
including on City streets. 
 
The challenge lies in the reach of the proposed rules.  First, the rules apply to both still 
photography as well as motion picture filming.   Moreover, they apply to any such 

activity conducted in any of the following locations:  “any street, park, marginal street, 

pier, wharf, dock, bridge or tunnel within the jurisdiction of any City department or 
agency, or involving the use of any City owned or maintained facilities or equipment.” 
 
If passed, the rules would require a permit and $1 million of liability insurance to be 
obtained by the following sets of activities, with limited exceptions: 
 

• Any photography, filming or production in which two or more people are at a 
single site (100 square feet) for thirty minutes or more.  Notably, this time 
restriction includes any set up and equipment breakdown time. 

• Any photography, filming or production enduring ten minutes or more, in which 
five or more people are at a single site and a single tripod is in use.  Again, this 
time restriction includes any set up and equipment breakdown time. 

 
Moreover, although the proposed rules indicate that there would be no fee associated with 
the application for the permit, the Mayor’s Office, in certain circumstances can take up to 
thirty days to respond to the request.  That being said, if the request is made with less 
lead-time, the rules provide that the Office should respond “as soon as reasonably 
practicable,” though they make no promises.  Further, with only limited exceptions, 
without express permission to be exempted from the requirement, all permitees utilizing 
vehicles or equipment would be required to obtain liability insurance in the amount of $1 
million, which would list the City as an additional insured. 
 
As is being commonly argued, the rules could even arguably be applied to require a 
group of tourists to obtain a permit before taking their group, vacation pictures.  
However, the over-arching opposition to the proposed restrictions is premised upon their 
potential impairment on first amendment rights.  The impact could be to impair amateur 
and low-budget filmmakers and photographers from creating their artistic works.   
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Again, these rules are still in a proposal process.  The Mayor’s Office of Film, Theater 
and Broadcasting is accepting public comment with regard to the proposed requirements 
through Friday, August 3, 2007.  The office has indicated that it may revise the 
proposed rules, if it determines necessary, based on the public response it receives.  If 
you wish to provide comment, you may apparently do so as follows: 

 

• Comment may be submitted electronically, by sending a message to Katherine 
Oliver through the NYC website:  
http://www.nyc.gov/portal/site/nycgov/menuitem.047d873163b300bc6c4451f401c
789a0/index.jsp?doc_name=/html/mail/html/appoint.html  

• In the alternative, comments may be submitted in writing, by submission to: 
 

Julianne Cho 
Associated Commissioner 
The City of New York Mayor’s Office of Film, Theater & Broadcasting 
1679 Broadway, Suite 602 
New York, New York 10019 

 

 

Please note that this Legal Update does not constitute legal advice, nor create an 

attorney/client relationship. In the absence of a written retainer agreement, The 

Nissenbaum Law Group disclaims any duty to follow up, update or otherwise 

elaborate on any legal issues or matters. If you would like further information on the 
Mayor’s Office’s permit requirements, other production-related matters or any other 

legal matter, please contact one of the following attorneys at Nissenbaum Law        

Group, LLC: 

 

Gary D. Nissenbaum, Esq. 

   908.686.8000 

   gdn@gdnlaw.com 

 

   Laura J. Freedman, Esq. 

   908.686.8000 
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   Christine M. Yearing, Esq. 
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